COME AND SEE
Text: John 1:43-51
Readings: Genesis 28:10-22; John 1:29-42
Theme: Jesus called Phillip to follow him and Phillip introduced Nathanael to Jesus who also believed in him
Purpose: To explain the human and divine elements in Jesus calling his disciples and apply these lessons to evangelism and conversion today
If someone asked you how you became a Christian, how would you respond? Would you be ready with an answer?  Would you be able to give a clear explanation of this?

What would you say?

Many of us here would probably explain that we grew up in a Christian family and we came to faith through our parents and our life and activities in the church.

Others of you would say that you grew up in a non-Christian home and came to faith through a Christian friend, or by attending a church service, or an evangelistic event.
Whatever your testimony I’m sure we would hear a variety of ways and means the Holy Spirit has used to bring us to faith in Jesus Christ. 

We also see this in John 1 when Jesus calls some men to follow him. John the Baptist had pointed out Jesus and said, “Look, the Lamb of God”. Two of John’s disciples followed Jesus and spent the day with him and became his disciples. One was Andrew, and the other was probably John who wrote this gospel. Andrew then found his brother Peter and introduced him to Jesus. 
John then describes how Phillip and Nathanael became followers of Jesus. We’ll see that the Holy Spirit uses different ways and means to bring people to faith. We’ll see that there are applications here for our own conversion and our task of evangelism.
1. Jesus calls Phillip, v 43-46

Jesus had been out in the desert by the Jordan River where John the Baptist had been baptising. This is where Andrew and John began to follow Jesus. 

a. Jesus went from there to Galilee and looked for a man named Phillip and called him to “follow me”, and he did. From the other gospels we know that most of the men Jesus called had been with him for a while off and on. They knew who he was and had time to think about becoming his disciples. When Jesus actually called them they were ready for this. 
But they were ready because of the work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. 
The command, “follow me” is in the present tense and it has a continuous force – ‘keep on following me’. Jesus also calls you and me to follow him, and to keep on doing this. 

Phillip, Andrew, and Peter were all from the town of Bethsaida, which was on the NE shore of the Lake of Galilee. We hear a lot more about Peter in the gospels and in Acts, but we don’t know much about Andrew or about Phillip. 
Phillip is included in the lists of the disciples found in the other three gospels, but all the other information we have about him is only found in this gospel in three brief references (6:7; 12:21f; 14:8f). On each of these occasions Phillip seems to be out of his depth and uncertain about what to do. 
Peter and John were extraordinary disciples, but Phillip was an ordinary follower of Jesus. Yet Jesus specially went looking for him and called him.

Today there are extraordinary Christians who are high profile preachers, or effective evangelists, or well known Christian businessmen and doctors and writers, and God uses all of them powerfully and effectively. 

But most of us are ordinary men and women and boys and girls - ordinary Christians. But Jesus has chosen us as ordinary people to be his followers; just as Jesus had a useful function for ordinary Phillip, so too he has a useful function for you and me as ordinary disciples.
b. The first useful task Phillip performed was to go and find his friend Nathanael and tell him about Jesus. Andrew had done this with his brother Peter, and now Phillip does this with Nathanael. 

Both Peter and Nathanael came to know Jesus through the testimony of a family member or a friend. 

Studies and surveys show that this is the most effective means of evangelism – one sinner telling another sinner about Jesus. The vast majority of those who become Christians come to faith through a family member or a friend. That will be true of most of us here. 
This is a principle of Christian expansion – the gospel goes out by word of mouth - one person telling another person about Jesus in an ongoing process.

So the application of this is that you and I are to witness to our family members and our friends. 

As parents we are to seek to bring our children to a living faith in Jesus. 
We are also to witness to our wider family by our life and example and speech. 
We are to witness to those we work with, those on your cricket or netball team, and the neighbours on your street or your farms. 
This is the primary means the Holy Spirit uses to bring people to faith in Jesus.

c. Phillip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the One Moses wrote about in the law, and about whom the prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth” (v 45). 

In the Greek text the word “wrote” is first in the sentence, which puts the emphasis here. The Jews were very interested in the writings of Moses, which were known as the Torah, the Law; and they were interested in what the prophets wrote. 
The Rabbis identified 456 passages in their Scriptures, the Old Testament, that spoke about the Messiah. One modern writer has written a book titled, The Shadow of Christ in the Law of Moses. The law of Moses anticipated the coming of Christ, and the Lord Jesus casts his shadow back over those books of Moses.  
We saw an example of this from John 3:14-15 with the bronze snake Moses made and lifted up in the desert. When the people looked at that they lived. That was a type of Jesus being lifted up on the cross; if you look to Jesus you will live!

Nathanael responded negatively; “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?!” (v 46) The town of Nazareth was insignificant and obscure and is not even mentioned in the Old Testament. 
Notice that Phillip did not tell him off, which could have offended his friend; nor did he try to reason or argue with him, which may have confirmed his doubts. 

Rather he said, “Come and see” (v 46). Come and meet Jesus for yourself and then you can make up your own mind. Come and see for yourself. 
This is a good strategy for us to use in talking to those who are not Christians. 
There is a place for reasoning with people and showing them the evidence for the truth of the Bible. There is an entire study of this known as apologetics, which does not mean that we apologize for our faith but is rather the study of how we can defend and explain what we believe.

Apologetics definitely has a place but nothing beats a personal invitation; “Come and see; read the Bible for yourself, come to church with me, come along to our Bible Study, to the men’s breakfast, to this youth event.” 

Some you here may not be followers of Jesus. Come and see for yourself. Read the Bible. Read this gospel of John. “Come and see” was an invitation to Nathanael and it is an invitation to you, as a hearer and reader of this gospel. 
Jesus called Phillip. 

2. Jesus calls Nathanael, v 47-51

v 47. “When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching he said of him, ‘Here is a true Israelite, in whom is nothing false’.” (NIV 1984) The ESV reads: “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit.” 

a. This is the commendation Jesus gives of Nathanael. 

The term Israelite came from when God renamed Jacob as Israel. This happened after Jacob had wrestled with God on the night before he met up with his brother Esau again (Gen 32:28). The name Jacob literally means, ‘one who grasps by the heel’, or ‘deceiver’. Jacob was deceitful. He had tricked his brother into selling him his birthright, and then he had stolen the blessing that should have gone to Esau as the firstborn. He had also outsmarted his uncle Laban, who was himself a very tricky fellow!
Nathanael was an Israelite, but he was not a Jacob! 
He was not deceitful or tricky; he had no hidden motives; he had no guile or deceit. 

Many of the Jews in Jesus’ day were not upright or believing; they were Jews in name but not in faith or life.
But Nathanael was different. He was sincere and upright. He was willing to examine the claims Jesus made about himself and to make an honest assessment of these. 

b. Nathanael was surprised by the words of Jesus and questioned his insight, “How do you know me?” (v 48a)

Jesus said, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Phillip called you.” (v 48b)

In Israel a fig tree was a symbol of home and peace and God’s blessing. The Rabbis sat under a fig tree for study and teaching and prayer, especially in the hot summer weather.

We don’t know what Nathanael was doing under his fig tree, and this is not the point; rather the focus is on the knowledge that Jesus had of this man without ever having met him!

i. Nathanael is now more respectful in his response to Jesus and addressed him as “Rabbi”, and declared, “You are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.” 

This is an astounding confession of faith in Jesus from a man who has only just met Jesus and heard a few words from him! John the Baptist has already testified that Jesus “is the Son of God” (1:34) and now Nathanael gives the same testimony. 

This is exactly what the apostle John, in writing this gospel, wants us as hearers and readers to see and believe, “that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (20:31). 
ii. Not only is Jesus the Son of God, he is also the King of Israel. Jesus is often referred to as a king, but this title, King of Israel, is only used four times in the gospels (John 1:49; 12:13; Matt 27:42; Mk 15:32). 

Many people in NZ are very interested in the Royal family in England, especially in Queen Elizabeth with her long reign, and in Prince William and his wife Kate, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. 
But Jesus is a greater King! Nathanael immediately recognised the kingship of Jesus. He addressed Jesus with the most meaningful and highest title he could think of; he acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah, the promised King of Israel! 

But Jesus was only just beginning his ministry. He went on to teach that his kingdom was not of this world. He was not only the King of the Jews but was the King of the entire world, and of all the tribes, peoples and nations! 
This was Nathanael’s response of faith in Jesus. 

What is your response to Jesus Christ? 

Nathanael had only just met Jesus and had little to go on, but he believed. 
You probably know much more about Jesus, you have a great deal more information; so how are you responding? 
What do you say about Jesus? Who is he to you? 
Do you believe he is the Son of God and the King of the world? And if so, what difference does this make in your life?
c. Before we look at the response of Jesus let’s notice how each disciple became a follower of Jesus in a different way; the conversions of Andrew, John, Peter, Phillip, and Nathanael were all different. 

The Holy Spirit brings about conversions in many different ways; he does not have a ‘cookie-cutter’ approach; it is not a ‘one-size-fits-all’!
Some of you have grown up in churches where there was a standard model for conversion and you had to go through certain stages and have a particular experience in order to be saved. 

It is true that you must know and believe certain facts and truths about Jesus in order to be saved, but the way this happens is different for every person. 
Some conversions are slow and calm, and others are sudden and dramatic. We see this in the Bible, and in church history, and in our own experience. 
The essential matter is that you are converted, that you put your faith in Jesus as the Son of God and the King of his Kingdom, and that you are saved!

d. In v 50-51 Jesus assured Nathanael that he would see “greater things” than he had just seen.” 

The ministry of Jesus was only just beginning. He and the other disciples would see many miracles of Jesus and would hear him teaching about the Kingdom of God. Peter, James and John would see the glory of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. All of them would witness his death, resurrection, and ascension.  
Jesus applied this more broadly than just to Nathanael. In the Greek text both the words ‘you’ in v 51 are plural. What Jesus said was addressed to all his disciples and us.

“I tell you the truth” – the Greek has “Amen, Amen”, which Jesus used to introduce a solemn and important statement – “you shall see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

This is clear reference back to the vision Jacob had in Genesis 28 when he was leaving home and going to his relatives in Paddan Aram. (Maybe Nathanael had been reading this passage when Phillip came to him?) 

For Jacob this was a sign that the Lord would be his God and would be with him wherever he went. 
Jesus says that, just as the angels ascended and descended on Jacob, so they would do the same on the Son of Man, on Jesus Christ himself. 
He is the bridge between heaven and earth; he is the way, the truth and the life and the only way to the Father (John 14:6); he is the only “mediator between God and men” (1 Tim 2:5). 

He is the Son of God and the King of Israel.
If you believe in him you are to tell others about him and invite them to “come and see”. 

Will you follow him today, and throughout this year, and for the rest of your life? 
Amen
